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The arguments which I placed before you in my
first lecture were however of a purely abstract nature.
It was the possibility, not the reality of the percep-
tion of the infinite which alone I wished to establish.
Nothing could be further from my thoughts than
to represent the perfect idea of the infinite as the
first step in the historical evolution of religious ideas.
Beligion begins as little with the perfect idea of the
infinite as astronomy begins with the law of gravity:
nay, in its purest form, that idea is the last rather
than the first step in the march of the human in-
tellect.

Mana, a 3Vtelanesian name for tne Infinite.

How the idea of the infinite, of the unseen, or as
we call it afterwards, the Divine, may exist among
the lowest tribes in a vague and hazy form we may
see, for instance, in the Mana of the Melanesians.
Mr. E. H. Oodrington, an experienced missionary and
a thoughtful theologian, says in a letter, dated July 7,
1877, from Norfolk Island: c The religion of the
Melanesians consists, as far as belief goes, in the per-
suasion that there is a supernatural power about, be-
longing to the region of the unseen; and, as far as
practice goes, in the use of means of getting this
power turned to their own benefit. The notion of a
Supreme Being is altogether foreign to them, or in-
deed of any Being occupying a very elevated place
in their world.' (p. 14.)

And again: e There is a belief in a force altogether
distinct from physical power, which acts in all kinds
of ways for good and evil, and which it is of the